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International Developments



Trump vs. Europe: The Evolving Tech Regulation Conflict



The Algorithmic Playground: Amplification of Extremism



The Algorithmic Playground: Amplification of Addiction



$1.6 TRILLION 
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Ad Opacity & Inflated Impressions 



Challenges of Responsible Media Practices

Shorter 
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Algorithms 
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Claire Lafeuille

Identities

Jennifer (Jen) Malo

Alex Williamson

Maria Petrova (Mary)

Learnings from my Undercover Investigations

Misogynists

White 
Supremacists

Conspiracy Theorists

Jihadists



Far-right Extremist Propaganda

Patriotic Alternative’s Call of Duty Competition

Conquering the Hearts & Minds of the Next Generation

ISIS “Call of Jihad” Propaganda 

Alt-Salafi Propaganda using Pepe the Frog
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ALT-TECH MAINSTREAM

How Extremist Propaganda Spreads Online



The Stakes: Violence, Terror and Intimidation 

Doxxing, Trolling and Threats

Gamified Terrorism, Satire and Copycat IncidentsAssessing Violence Risk in Online Communities



White Lives Matter

Alternative for Germany Nick Fuentes

Andrew Tate Viral Conspiracy Theorists

Extreme Misogyny QAnon The Great Replacement

The Stakes: The Mainstreaming of Extremist Ideas

The Capitol Riots
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Verwendung „elektronischen 
Armeen“ zur Durchführung von 
Missionen im virtuellen Schlachtfeld 

.

Can Brands Avoid Politics?

Hijacking of Brands

Monetisation 
Campaigns

Exploitation of Products and 
Services

Hate, 
Disinformation 

and Smear 
Campaigns



Backlashes against Ad Campaigns
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Verwendung „elektronischen 
Armeen“ zur Durchführung von 
Missionen im virtuellen Schlachtfeld 

.

Hijacking of Brands
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Verwendung „elektronischen 
Armeen“ zur Durchführung von 
Missionen im virtuellen Schlachtfeld 

.

Hate, Disinformation and Smear Campaigns 
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Verwendung „elektronischen 
Armeen“ zur Durchführung von 
Missionen im virtuellen Schlachtfeld 

.

Success Stories



.

What to Expect from the Next 5 Years

Polarisation

Misinformation

AI & new tech

Hyper-polarising topics
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Your Choice: Accelerating or Reducing Polarisation?

Social media is accelerating 
identity-based polarisation



Sustainable Success Beyond the Outrage Game

Accountability

Brand Trust

Transparency

The Business Case for Trust

❖ Consumers believe it's important to appear 

in 'trustworthy' environments

❖ Ads in trusted environments have proven to 

drive positive results for businesses

→ Choose trusted and ethical partners

→ Demand complete transparency across the 

full life cycle of all ads
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Q&A

EMAIL: JULIA.EBNER@MAGD.OX.AC.UK



CALLEVA PROJECT “WHEN DESPOTS BECOME DEADLY: THE 

PSYCHOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS OF INSTITUTIONALISED
EXTREMISM IN AUTOCRATIC STATES”

RESEARCH QUESTIONS: 

DO HEADS OF STATE WHO ENGAGE IN EXTREME FORMS OF

VIOLENCE AGAINST THEIR OWN POPULATIONS OR FOREIGN

POPULATIONS INADVERTENTLY GIVE AWAY THEIR INTENTIONS IN

WHAT THEY SAY?  

COULD THE RISK OF WARS AND SEEMINGLY IRRATIONAL (E.G. 
HIGH RISK OR COSTLY) ACTS OF AGGRESSION, RESULTING IN

GENOCIDES AND OTHER ATROCITIES, BE PREDICTED BASED ON

THE SOCIO-PSYCHOLOGICAL DRIVERS THAT LEADERS

UNINTENTIONALLY REVEAL VIA THEIR SPEECHES?

The aim of our Calleva project is to establish an evidence-
based psycholinguistic framework that can assess the risk 
that despotic leaders of autocratic states will resort to 
violent forms of repression domestically or hawkish foreign 
policies when the use of violence in these contexts carries 
high risk to self and group. 

The project will use a mixed methods approach, coupling 
qualitative text analysis with quantitative natural language 
processing (NLP) analysis.

Investigators: Prof. Harvey Whitehouse and Dr Julia Ebner

Supported by:
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